TAXI

Bharat Taxi and Gujarat State Cooperative Bank Sign MoU to
Enhance Financial Access for Sarathis

Gandhinagar, Gujarat | 27 June 2026

In a key step toward strengthening its cooperative mobility network in Gujarat, Sahakar
Taxi Cooperative Limited (STCL)—the entity behind the Bharat Taxi platform—has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Gujarat State Cooperative Bank
(GSC Bank). This collaboration is designed to facilitate easier access to institutional
credit for Sarathis (driver-members), supporting their financial well-being and long-term
economic advancement.

The MoU was officially signed by Col. Himanshu, Chief Executive Officer of STCL, and
Shri Ajay Patel, Chairman of GSC Bank. Under the terms of the agreement, eligible
Sarathis affiliated with Bharat Taxi can now apply for financial assistance from GSC
Bank, in line with the bank’s existing lending policies, eligibility norms, and standard
conditions.
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This credit support will empower drivers to purchase new vehicles, upgrade or replace
older ones, scale their transportation services, cover day-to-day operating costs, and meet
other essential livelihood-related expenses. By connecting Sarathis with formal and
affordable banking channels, the partnership seeks to lessen their reliance on informal
lenders and promote broader financial inclusion within the driver community.

The signing ceremony was held in the esteemed presence of Union Home and
Cooperation Minister Shri Amit Shah; Gujarat Chief Minister Shri Bhupendrabhai Patel;
Deputy Chief Minister Shri Harsh Sanghavi; Minister of Agriculture and Animal
Husbandry Shri Jitubhai Vaghani; Minister of State for Cooperation Shri Rameshbhai
Katara; along with senior officials including Dr. Ashish Kumar Bhutani, Secretary,
Ministry of Cooperation, Government of India; Shri Manoj Das, Chief Secretary,
Government of Gujarat; and Shri Arun Kumar Solanki, Additional Chief Secretary
(Cooperation, Animal Husbandry, Cow Breeding and Fisheries), Government of Gujarat.
Also present were Dr. Jayen Mehta, Chairman of Bharat Taxi; Shri Ashokbhai
Chaudhary, Chairman of Amul Federation; and Sarathi representatives Shri Kishan Bhaiji
Patni and Shri Dhara Vallabh, among other dignitaries from the cooperative sector.

Bharat Taxi continues to grow as India’s leading cooperative mobility platform,
combining digital technology with collective ownership to create inclusive economic
opportunities for drivers. As of 27 June 2026, the platform has onboarded 7.15 lakh
Sarathis and serves 38.23 lakh customers nationwide. To date, it has generated
cumulative earnings of X71.34 crore for its driver-members—demonstrating its tangible
impact on livelihoods through the cooperative model.

Gujarat stands out as a major growth hub for Bharat Taxi, with over 95,000 registered
Sarathis and 7.19 lakh customers in the state. The MoU with GSC Bank is expected to
accelerate this momentum by enabling drivers to secure timely financing—helping them
invest in better-quality vehicles, enhance service standards, and boost their income
potential.

On the occasion, Col. Himanshu, CEO of STCL, remarked:

“Access to financial resources is vital for improving the lives of our Sarathis. Through
this partnership with Gujarat State Cooperative Bank, our driver-members will gain
reliable access to formal banking and credit. This will empower them to invest in their

’

work, grow their businesses, and reinforce the cooperative foundation of Bharat Taxi.’

This MoU marks a strategic alliance between India’s cooperative banking system and the
cooperative mobility movement. It reflects a shared vision of promoting financial
inclusion, nurturing entrepreneurship, and building sustainable livelihoods. By bridging



Sarathis with accessible institutional finance, the initiative aims to equip thousands of
drivers to strengthen their enterprises, achieve greater financial security, and actively
contribute to the evolution of India’s cooperative transport ecosystem

Bharat Taxi (Sahakar Taxi Cooperative Limited) is a multi-state cooperative society of
Sarathis built on the principles of fair earnings, shared ownership, and dignified
livelihoods for drivers.

The platform is supported by leading national cooperative institutions, including National
Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC), Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative
Limited(IFFCO), Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (GCMMF), Krishak
Bharati Cooperative Limited(KRIBHCO), National Agricultural Cooperative Marketing
Federation of India (NAFED), National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development
(NABARD), National Dairy Development Board (NDDB), and National Cooperative
Exports Limited (NCEL).

Inspired by the vision of “Sahakar se Samriddhi” (shared prosperity through
cooperation), Bharat Taxi aims to build a mobility system where drivers are not only
service providers but also partners in the platform they support.
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